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Epiphany 3C – Luke 4: 14-21 

 It’s amazing how fast you can get into trouble when traveling somewhere in a Manitoba 

winter.  You don’t even need to be out in some remote location either.  Like a former roommate 

of mine who left our Pembina Highway apartment early one Saturday morning to go and pick up 

his brother.  They were going to travel up to Hecla Island to do some ice fishing.  As it was a bit 

of a drive my roommate left the apartment at about 3:00 in the morning to go and get his brother.  

My roommate’s brother lived on Rossmore Avenue which is at the extreme north end of the city.  

Rossmore connects McPhillips Street with Main Street.       

 On this very cold, windy Manitoba winter morning, somewhere on Rossmore Avenue, 

my roommate hit the ditch.  He got too close to the edge of the road and the heavier snow pulled 

him in.  He had no shovel with him, and back in 1985, there were no cell phones to use to call for 

help.  Maybe now there are more homes along Rossmore, but at that time there was a long 

stretch of walking that he would have to do to get to a home.  So, he decided to wait until 

someone came along.  At around 3:30 in the morning though he didn’t have much luck in this 

regard.             

 And then things got worse.  With his car idling along and the heater on high for warmth, 

the car stopped running.  Try as he might it wouldn’t turn over.  So there he was, sitting in a car 

in a ditch, with no traffic coming by, no heat for warmth and a long walk to get to a home for 

help.  Not a good place to be.  And then he saw the headlights…..beautiful beacons of light 

which would stop and help him out.  Except the truck didn’t stop…..his would be rescuer just 

drove right on by.  You see, my roommate didn’t have his four way flashers going.  He stood 

beside the car and tried to flag the driver down.  He said afterwards, I could swear that the truck 

driver looked right at him.   
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 It was about another twenty minutes or so before another vehicle came by…..and this 

time it did stop.  He was taken to his brothers home and things ended up okay…..no ice fishing 

for them that day and a tow truck bill, but in the end, everything was okay.  My roommate was 

very grateful that this man stopped and helped him out.  When there is a wind chill that will 

freeze the skin in a matter of minutes and no warm shelter, a person needs help now.  Not later, 

not tomorrow, but right now…..today.         

 Jesus has something to say to us this morning about the importance of today.  In one 

sentence from our gospel reading, Jesus focuses on what is happening today through him.  He 

says, “today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  Many times in Luke’s gospel he 

uses the word “today.”  In chapter two the angel announces that today a savior is born.  Later 

Jesus will say to the repentant Zacchaeus, “today salvation has come to this house.”  And on the 

cross, we find Jesus saying to one of the criminals beside him, “today you will be with me in 

paradise.”           

 Luke wants us to be sure to hear the good news that in this man, God is now fulfilling the 

promise of a Savior.  We need not look for another at a later date.  The Savior is here 

now…..today.  The words that Jesus read that day tell us what we can now expect.  “The Spirit 

of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent 

me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go 

free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”        

 When Jesus mentions, “the year of the Lord’s favor”, he was referring to the Jubilee 

which occurred every fiftieth year.  In the year of Jubilee, any Jew who was a slave to another 

was to be set free.  Land was returned to its original owner and all debts were supposed to be 

cancelled.  Scholars of the Bible say that it is highly unlikely that the year of Jubilee had ever 
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been observed in its entirety in Israel’s long history.  This makes Jesus’ announcement even 

more amazing.  He declares that what has never happened before is happening now…..today.  

After Jesus read from the scroll that day, he rolled it up, gave it to the attendant and sat down.  

The first word out of his mouth…..his first sermon in Luke, was to say, “today this scripture has 

been fulfilled in your hearing.”  “Today” is Jesus’ first word that he speaks in public in Luke’s 

gospel.  Not, “soon” I will fulfill this scripture once I grow in power……but today.   

 The confirmation students have been studying the Lord’s Prayer recently, and today we 

focus on the words, “thy kingdom come.”  There are some people who think that “thy kingdom 

come” means that we will one day be in the kingdom of heaven.  What “thy kingdom come” 

actually means is that we pray for God’s kingdom to come to us.  That good news will come to 

the poor; that freedom will come to the captives; that sight will come to the blind; that release 

may come to the oppressed, and that all debt shall be rendered forfeit.  And this morning Jesus 

reminds us that all of this can happen today, through him.  He reminds us that it should happen 

today.  Not tomorrow, when we are more rested, or when we are this or that or something 

else…..but today.            

 Hear this as good news, not only for this day, but good news for your lifetime and the 

entire life of this universe.  Through Jesus, God declares that there is justice, mercy, and healing 

in this world.  Grasp this good news as part of your day…..today.  Grasp it so that when you 

confess your sins in public or in private, you can be sure that God forgives you…..right now.  

God does not say, “well, let’s wait and see.”  No, God forgives you right now, at this very 

moment.  Grasp this as good news so that when you cry out for justice in this world, you can be 

sure that God is concerned with fairness and freedom from any kind of oppression.   

 Yes, grasp this good news for your today, but also grasp it for others.  This good news is 
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part of your life, but it is also your calling.  It is your mission as a disciple of Christ to help 

God’s kingdom come to others.  Each one of us has something that we can do to help God’s 

kingdom come.  Today, as we sit here, we all have something that we can do.  Something that we 

have been putting off…..something that might be a little, or maybe a lot, 

uncomfortable…..something that is bothering you or nagging at you.     

 Well, Jesus says that today is the day.  Today is the day that you should reach out to that 

person…..today is the day when you should pick up the phone and call someone…..today is the 

day that you should forgive someone, or perhaps yourself…..today is the day when you should 

knock on the door of a lonely person…..today is the day that you should pick up that Bible or 

that devotion book…..today is the day where we pray to ask for help so that thy kingdom may 

come to your corner of the world.  Jesus wants to inject some urgency and some immediacy into 

your faith lives.  And the best part of all is that he is here today to help you to do whatever you 

need to do.             

 The light of our Savior is shining now…..today.  This light is meant to shine through you 

and I and through the church.  Our lives are meant to be beautiful beacons of light that bring 

about help and comfort to those who need it.  This light is not meant to drive on by those in 

distress, making excuses as to why tomorrow is better.  There are people in need today and we 

have good news and the power of God working through us so that God’s kingdom may come.  

What better time to start than in the season of Epiphany, where Jesus is revealed to the world.   

 The man who stopped to help my roommate that morning had someplace to go.  He was 

on his way to work at some factory.  By stopping to drop my friend off at his brothers he made 

himself late for work.  But he did stop.  His action was a small measure of what our Savior does 

for you and I.  Jesus, like that rescuer, stops to bring good news into our present moment, into 
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our lives each day.  He concerns himself with our problems and our hopes.  He doesn’t have 

to…..we have no claim on him.  Yet, still he comes; out of love and mercy, he comes.  He comes 

bringing us the forgiveness and love of God here and now.  So, my brothers and sisters in Christ, 

think about today.  Think about God’s kingdom coming to your part of the world today.  Later 

when you pray, “thy kingdom come”, do so with a sense of urgency…..do so with that one thing 

that you know you need to do on your mind and in your heart…..do so with the words of Jesus 

ringing in your ears, “today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”  Amen.   

           

  


